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Argonne National Laboratory (ANL) has so far received $79 million in Recovery Act 
funding from the U.S. Department of Energy’s Office of Environmental Management 
(EM) for the demolition and clean-up of two radiological buildings and for the removal of 
radiological materials from two nuclear facilities. These funds have allowed Argonne to 
jump start its critically needed clean-up work and create 52 jobs and save 13 jobs in 
the Chicago region. The investment of Recovery Act funds at the ANL is projected to 

create or save up to 200 jobs. The laboratory expects to receive another $20 million in 
Recovery Act funds for these projects in the coming months.

Building 330

Building 330 is scheduled to be demolished and the land restored to native vegetation. Argonne has 
already completed asbestos removal at the site and is gearing up to move onto the next phase of 
decontamination and demolition. Asbestos removal work was completed on October 23, 2009, 

nearly a month ahead of schedule. A $10 million small business contract was awarded in late 
October for building demolition and waste disposition. 
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equipment removed

Building 310

Building 310 was built in 1950 and formerly supported an experimental work and waste processing, 
including research on food irradiation and development and testing for Argonne's 1964 experimental 
fast breeder nuclear reactor. The facility is in planning stages for full decontamination. The 
characterization contract has been awarded and the contractor has recently arrived on site to begin 
the work needed to eventually tear the building down. Like Building 330, its site will be restored with 
native grasses. 

Next-Phase Transuranic (TRU) Waste Project

Approximately 200 drums of  Remote Handled Transuranic Waste (RH TRU) are being prepared for 
shipment to WIPP for disposal and another 150 drums of Contact Handled Transuranic Waste (CH 
TRU) are being prepared for shipment to Idaho National Laboratory (INL) for consolidation and final 
characterization prior to disposal at WIPP. The waste comes from several facilities on the Argonne 
site, including the Alpha Gamma Hot Cell. The project shipped its first cans of Recovery Act-

funded RH TRU on October 15, 2009, six months ahead of  schedule. Visual Examination/ 
Packaging of debris started on November 5, 2009. 
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Work Progress Under the Recovery Act

All of these projects are on or ahead of schedule and at or below the predicted cost.

Alpha-Gamma Hot Cell Facility

The Alpha-Gamma Hot Cell Facility was used to perform nuclear materials experiments and 
examinations for more than 40 years. The materials examined included fuel specimens from 
research, test, production, and commercial nuclear reactors. The majority of the legacy material that 
remains at the facility will be packaged as transuranic waste and shipped to the DOE's Waste 
Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) in Carlsbad, New Mexico. Argonne has already issued contracts for 
shipping casks to remove fuel samples from the facility.
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More information on Argonne National Laboratory is available at http://www.anl.gov/recovery/projects.html


